
 

 
 

The mission of the Seminole County Public Schools is to ensure that all students acquire 

the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to be productive citizens.  

THE WALKER SPIN 
Joan Walker Elementary Newsletter   

Seminole County Public Schools  

A Note from the Principal, Mrs. José:   Mark your Calendar:  

Walker Mission Statement  Contact Information:   

Dear Walker Families,  

  Welcome to FALL!  I am happy to report it has been a very successful begin-
ning to the school year, all things considered.  Students are happy, engaged in learning 
and growing academically.  I am so proud of ALL of our boys and girls.  I am equally 
proud of  our hard-working staff  that always shine! 

  At this time students have now completed two iReady Diagnostic Assessments.   
Teachers can now analyze data and determine areas of strength and areas of weak-
ness in order to target instruction.  Continue to encourage your child to be READY 
each and every day!  Your continued support at home will make a difference.   

 Thank you to our AMAZING PTA for always advocating for ALL children! We 
appreciate you organizing the first ever Drive Thru Book Fair.  Thank you also  for the 
water bottle filling stations located on campus that students and staff can now access!! 

        Thank you again for your support.  I am here for you, please reach out if you 
need anything!   

 Debbie José, Principal   

November  

5     Pictures Retakes/Seminole Connect &SCVS    
 Picture Day ( 10:15-1:15)  

11        Veterans’ Day  

12        Math Night ( Kg-5th) -WEBEX  

16-20  American Education Week  

18        Progress Reports available on Skyward 

23-27  Thanksgiving Break  

December  

16-18    Early Dismissal ( 1:00 p.m.)  

18      School Pajama Day 

21– January 3rd Winter Break  

January  

4      Back to school! 

6      Report cards Available on Skyward  

Joan Walker Elementary 
3101 Snow Hill Road 
Chuluota, FL 32766 
 

 

Main Office                             ~ 407.871.7350 

Mrs. José, Principal              ~ 407.871.7307 

Mrs. Bohnstadt, Asst. Principal    ~ 407.871.7301 

Mrs. Conway, Guidance                 ~407.871.7354 

 

Joan Walker Elementary School will pro-

vide a positive learning environment that 

ensures cooperation, mutual respect, and the 

optimum development of the whole child.  

We will teach our students to think critical-

ly, to act responsibly, and to perform success-

fully in order to become lifelong learners and 

responsible citizens in a technological and 

diverse society.   

November –December 2020 



 

Homework~ Here are some tips to guide the way: 

1. Know the teachers — and what they're looking for. Attend school events, 

such as parent-teacher conferences, to meet your child's teachers. Ask about 

their homework policies and how you should be involved. 

2. Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure kids have a well-lit place to 

complete homework. Keep supplies — paper, pencils, glue, scissors — within 

reach. 

3. Schedule a regular study time. Some kids work best in the afternoon, 

following a snack and play period; others may prefer to wait until after dinner. 

4. Help them make a plan. On heavy homework nights or when there's an 

especially hefty assignment to tackle, encourage your child break up the work 

into manageable chunks. Create a work schedule for the night if necessary — 

and take time for a 15-minute break every hour, if possible. 

5. Keep distractions to a minimum. This means no TV, loud music, or phone 

calls. (Occasionally, though, a phone call to a classmate about an assignment 

can be helpful.) 

6. Make sure kids do their own work. They won't learn if they don't think for 

themselves and make their own mistakes. Parents can make suggestions and 

help with directions. But it's a kid's job to do the learning. 

7. Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, quizzes, and tests. 

Give encouragement, check completed homework, and make yourself availa-

ble for questions and concerns. 

8. Set a good example. Do your kids ever see you diligently balancing your 

budget or reading a book? Kids are more likely to follow their parents' exam-

ples than their advice. 

9. Praise their work and efforts. Post an aced test or art project on the refrig-

erator. Mention academic achievements to relatives. 

If there are continuing problems with homework, get help. Talk about it with your child's teacher.  

Reviewed by: Eric J. Gabor, JD 

Types of Journals:  

Nature Journals. A nature journal is a way to keep track of observations about the natural 

world. There are many different ways to use a Nature Journal, some of which include: draw-

ing pictures of insects, animals or birds you see; describing the sounds you hear; and gluing 

in interesting bits of nature to research. 

Daily Prompt. A daily prompt journal is exactly what it sounds like, writing to a daily prompt. 

Since it's not always easy to think of a prompt every day, it's not a bad idea to make a jour-

nal prompt jar, fill it with ideas and pick a new one each day. 

Feelings Journal. A feelings journal is a great way to help a younger child build an emotion-

al vocabulary. It can be done in a few ways. Your child can identify her current emotions, 

draw a picture and label it, choose a feeling from a feeling poster or wheel to write and draw 

about or learn a new emotion to draw and write about. 

Vacation Journal. A vacation journal can be a family project 

and it's lots of fun. In a nutshell, this type of journal chronicles 

your vacation using a combination of writing, pictures, and 

souvenirs. 

 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-benefits-of-journaling-for-kids-2086712 

Writing~  

As our children move from KG through fifth grade, writing becomes  more and more important.  Journals  are a great way to get your child excited 

about writing.  It's a storytelling tool, a place to learn how much information completes a story, what words work well to paint the picture of a story. It's 

also a way to practice the mechanics of grammar and spelling. Journaling helps to improve written communication. The more your child writes to 

prompts, the more your child's writing skills will improve.  Children will learn how to answer a question by rephrasing the statement and learn how 

much information is needed to convey a full thought. Journaling helps to improve spelling and grammar. Though it's not necessary to hold your child 

to a perfect spelling standard, expecting him/her to always spell his sight words correctly is one way to help spell them correctly all the time. The more 

children write, the more they will learn what makes a complete sentence and how paragraphs are made up of sentences that all support one topic. 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-benefits-of-journaling-for-kids-2086712 

School Hours/Changes in Transportation~   

School hours are 8:35 a.m. to 3:05 p.m. Students should not arrive on campus before 8:05 a.m. 

Students are dismissed at 2:05 p.m. on Wednesdays.  The first warning bell will ring at 8:30 a.m. 

and the second bell will ring at 8:35 a.m. At 8:36 a.m. your child will be considered tardy.  Parents 

are required to walk their child to the door, ring the bell and sign their child into school.  

WE WILL NOT TAKE ANY CHANGES IN TRANSPORTATION AFTER 

2:30 PM UNLESS IT IS AN EMERGENCY.  

 

This year we continue to encourage our students to practice the READY school-

wide procedures.  Please take time to review these procedures at home.   

  R– respectful to all  

  E– engaged in learning  

  A– active listening  

  D– do your best  

SEE something, SAY something 

Anonymously report any threatening behavior that endangers you, your friends, 

your family, your campus, or your community through the Speak Out Hotline. 

 


